Artist’s Statement: I’'m not sure if any of my attempts to help while I’'m at Oxbow, or while I’'m
out in the world, will really do anything. More and more, I lose faith that any good will come
from people, much less from the art world. If there is some good that can come from art-making,
I will have to strive to make the best effort I can. Otherwise there truly is no hope.

One type of misery is the same as any other. There is no possible way that I, or anyone
else can say that someone’s suffering is somehow more important or deserved than someone
else’s. However, every time I pass a homeless person, I feel anger, because I know that this is a
type of suffering that could be so easily solved. I can’t do much for someone that is heartbroken
about a long lost love, or a broken iPhone. However, when something is so clearly avoidable and
causes so much continued, unjust, and undeserved pain, I cannot help but feel like something has
to be done; even if it’s something simple like just talking about these problems. Or in my case,
asking people to look at them. If people are not aware of problems, it is impossible to fix them.

When I first came to Oxbow, I saw the most obvious problem staring me right in the face:
the huge divide between the rich and the poor. To me, it seemed blatantly obvious if you stepped
out of the little Oxbow oasis. How could you avoid the people in the line in front of you at
Community Projects? People who weren’t just teenage hipsters looking for some retro clothes,
but people who actually needed clothes, any clothes, that could fit their budget that they ironi-
cally had no choice over. How could you ignore the Walmart shoppers who were forced to shop
there because they had to. They are essentially forced to by the very institutions like Walmart
themselves. Or the multiple rich people strutting around their vineyards, selling wine that was
made from people in the bottom ten percent? People who couldn’t get out of the system. Who
worked from sunrise to sunset just to make a living and feed their families and yet, somehow, the
fact that they “didn’t work hard enough” meant they had to stay there... Curious, isn’t it?

I was angry enough to see if there was some way out. As I will explain, there isn’t a way
out for the masses of people in these situations, unless we rebel, or the government/Federal Re-
serve finally does its part. The latter is questionable though, so I personally vote for rebellion.
Or, if you’re not an angst-y teenager, positive social change generated by putting morals into the
framework of jobs and other social structures over which we have power. In my paper, I will
explain how the part of the economy that relates to income inequality works (or doesn’t work).
In the latter half, I will explain what we as a people can do, and how art can help inspire change.

I’d like to start by adding a disclaimer that I am in no way an expert in economics. I only
understand bits and pieces, not the system as a whole in all of its intricacies and details. That
being said, there are three things that I found to cause inequality. They are globalization, the rise
of technology, and government policy, and for the most part, it all started in the 1970’s. Global-
ization is the idea that jobs that were once only in America are now being outsourced to coun-
tries who can do the task better. This is true with skilled and unskilled labor. The workers in the
United States often don’t have the education to compete. Nor does it have the loose government
that allows some countries to pay people less than a dollar a day to produce cheap goods in mass
quantities. The second thing is the rise of technology. This one is somewhat simple; basically, we
just have a hard time keeping up with everyone else. We are slow, and we haven’t adapted
quickly enough to be on top. People with better, newer degrees like those relating to healthcare
and technology are getting the jobs that need more than just cheap, unskilled labor. This has left
us with fewer jobs, and fewer chances for the next generation.

The last, and probably most complicated and controversial is the idea that it is the gov-
ernment and Federal Reserve’s fault. There are several things that go into this theory, the first



being the idea of taxes being changed when they shouldn’t be, and the decline of unions. Under
President Reagan (1937 to 1964), taxes were lowered for the rich under the premise that trickle
down economics would work. However, it is evident now that it only works when they actually
spend money. When they keep it as assets, or investment, the money just sits there and the econ-
omy is not stimulated in any way. This was furthered when the government cut the estate tax in
2003. As for Unions, they declined under Reagan when he fired 11,000 Air Traffic Controllers to
show that Unions would not be tolerated. This is a problem because in a lot of cases, Unions are
the only way for workers of different backgrounds to get the fair pay that they deserve. This in
turn, leads to inequality because no one can say any differently.

Next, is the Federal Reserve. By buying and selling bonds, they can control interest rates.
If the Federal Reserve wants to stimulate the economy, they can lower interest rates to encourage
people to buy, and if they want to reel spending in, or they need money, they can increase inter-
est rates to discourage spending. The one major flaw in this is that, because of interest, someone
is always in debt, and there is never enough for everyone. The other problem is that economists
don’t really know the right way to provide a stable economy for everyone for a long period of
time (by using this system). The most recent theory that has worked was Keynesian economics,
but that stopped working when the Cold War happened. Even with the flaw of there not being
enough for everyone because of interest, controlling interest rates to meet the ever-changing and
often unpredictable economy is difficult. Difficult enough that they often get it wrong. Getting it
wrong at crucial times can be extremely detrimental to the economy and can cause depressions
that dig the lower class even deeper.

The last thing is the intermingling of business, money and the government. To be brief,
money speaks. Because of things like lobbyists, and Super PACs (Political Action Committees)
the type of government we choose to elect are less controlled by the people than ever. Lobbyists
are pretty straightforward - they are usually lawyers who are hired by companies to persuade
politicians to advocate for something. As for Super PAC’s, they allow people to anonymously
donate large sums of money to indirectly support the candidate they want to get elected. This is
bad for a lot of reasons. The most obvious being that the masses of people in the lower and mid-
dle class have no say. It is also problematic because often these generous sums of money go into
advertising. So some candidates are more likely to get elected based on their funding, and deals
for funding they might have made. This wouldn’t be awful if they made deals to create an eco-
friendly company that gives their employees more than minimum wage, but they don’t. Like
most systems in the modern day economy, it’s meant to benefit the people who want to benefit
themselves. Meaning that the system that benefits the rich will continue to perpetuate itself be-
cause they have the power.

I also wanted to talk about the people who I’m doing this for, the working poor. At the
forefront of capitalist ideology is the belief that by pulling yourself up by the bootstraps, you can
get somewhere. The CEO’s and VP’s only get what they do because they work that much harder
for it. They deserve what they get, and all those slackers working at minimum wage deserve
what they are paid as well. Now I’m not saying that this is completely wrong, but there are some
basic things we overlook. The first, which I already mentioned, is the decline of Unions. Work-
ers are now too vulnerable to revolt or protest because they could easily lose their jobs. Essen-
tially, they are trapped in these jobs. The lack of upward mobility is due to the fact that most of
their life has already been decided by their gender, race, education, where they live, and what
their parents did. Poverty is too often a self perpetuating cycle. Without money, an otherwise
small problem can turn massive for someone who is living paycheck to paycheck. Though



money certainly doesn’t fix everyone’s problems, it can help from the leaking of one problem
into another.

Solutions to this large and all encompassing issue are difficult to enact. I think it would
probably just be simplest if the government got its power back from business. Or perhaps there
would be some simple economic system that we could integrate into and live happily ever after. I
suppose there’s always the idea of gong off and living in a hippie commune somewhere. Or we
could try upgrading our education system to be one that makes our workers prepared for the
modern world without leaving them with lifelong debt. As to how we get there, I couldn’t be
sure. | think people need to be aware and get angry first. Not violent-angry, but the type of angry
that allows you to start a movement.

It was Gandhi who said, “There is enough for everyone’s need, but not everyone’s
greed.” I fully agree with him. Personally I think there will always be people who want more and
more. This could be blamed on advertising telling us that we need things to be happy when in
actuality we don’t. But is could also just be blamed on human nature. We have every right to
want to better ourselves. Perhaps it just becomes too much sometimes. We forget that we already
at the top and we have this inner need to prove ourselves, to make sure we get our place, to be
absolutely sure that we are infinite. And to be quite honest, I like this. I like the idea of fighting
to reach your full potential. To be the best you can possibly be at what you do and to take pride
in your heard earned skill. I think we go wrong when we think that we fully deserve all of it. A
lot of life is random (petty much all of it in my opinion). There is no reason we should be pride-
ful about inherited wealth or random circumstance. As I said, I don’t know if my art can help
anyone or do anything. Maybe there’s no point in trying in the first place. Actually there proba-
bly isn’t.... I don’t really expect people to care anymore. Why should we? It does not help our
genes, and it can certainly put us in danger. There’s no real reason to be a good person. But peo-
ple have fixed it before, so there is reason for some hope I suppose.

For my project I chose to do public art that about half of the time, was Napa-based. To
me, it seems to be much more difficult to try and fix something a million miles away when you
have no impact over it and for the most part, your attempts will have even less of a chance. Also,
I like community work because I feel like that way you’re not some arrogant outsider telling
people to get their act together rather, I prefer to be a arrogant insider telling people to get their
act together. I should also mention that in this project I wanted to see if skill would have any im-
pact on how people would react. I can’t say if it will or not, but it might be worth a try based on
my last attempt at street art. The main goal was just to bring awareness to the people who live
here about the things I see. My results thus far on the artworks I have done has been better than I
had originally hoped for. I have cast out several pieces into the world, and I have heard that they
got responses from the community. Unfortunately I did not get to them in time, and both were
taken down. I plan to remedy this in the future by checking on them more often, but it is a great
start.

To conclude, inequality makes many people’s lives more miserable than it needs to be. It
is enforced by the systems that we created, and will continue on unless we are desperate enough
to change it for ourselves. It leaves people with no chance to dream, and even less of a chance to
live the life they want to. I leaves some people with nothing and others with everything. In Elie
Wiesel’s Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech he says, “...that while their freedom depends on
ours, the quality of our freedom depends on theirs.” I feel as though my freedom is in very poor
quality seeing the modern disparities all around me. There are probably no real solutions that will
fix everything, but I hope one day there might be.
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